The LD Charter

Over the past 5 years, people with learning disabilities in Carmarthenshire,
Pembrokeshire and Ceredigion have worked together to develop a Charter – a
simple list of things they expect, and need, to live fulfilling lives. Maybe there
shouldn’t be a need for such a document, but there certainly is.
James Dash, Co-Chair of the Learning Disability Programme Group, explains:
“The West Wales LD Charter brings together our rights, our needs, and our wants, in
a simple document aimed at everyone in our community.
“It covers crucial areas like support, health and relationships, and brings them all
together in a document anyone can – and should – sign up to.
“I wasn’t sure about using the words “we demand” – but we do! It’s only fair that we
demand to be treated like everyone else, to have a social life, to do things that fulfil
us, and to be treated with dignity and respect.”
The West Wales LD Charter has been developed with support from the Welsh
Government’s Intermediate Care Fund, the West Wales Care Partnership, and
Pembrokeshire College. It is supported by the County Councils of Carmarthenshire,
Ceredigion and Pembrokeshire, and the Hywel Dda University Health Board.
In the coming months, the project will be rolled out across the region. Carys James,
Co-Chair of the Learning Disability Programme Group and Director of Social
Services for Ceredigion explains:
“This is not a project led by professionals, or social services – or even charities. In
the coming months, it will be turned over entirely to The Dream Team, a group of
people with learning disabilities who advise us on what really matters and hold us
absolutely to account. They will be visiting businesses and organisations to get them
to sign up – and checking that they really do follow through on their commitments.
“We’re doing things differently in West Wales. And we’re very proud of the Dream
Team and committed to measuring everything we do against the Charter’s demands.
“And of course, “concludes Carys, “signing the Charter is just the beginning. It’s not
enough to sign – organisations and individuals have to act on what they pledge, and
the Dream Team will make sure that they do.”
Organisations, companies and individuals can sign the Charter and commit to
treating everyone equally. There will be a quality mark developed which will be
awarded to organisations or businesses who demonstrate they live up to the
standards and aspirations of the charter. The Dream Team will be training LD
champions who will routinely inspect organisations, venues, businesses against set
standards which must be achieved in order to obtain the quality mark.

Our Departmental Management Team (DMT) signed up to the charter in August

For more information about the West Wales LD Charter, please contact Karen
Chandler at Pembrokeshire People First on 01437 769135 or
ldcharterwestwales@gmail.com, or check our Facebook page or Twitter feed (West
Wales LD Charter).
You can hear more about the Charter by watching the video at

http://www.pembrokeshirepeople1st.org.uk/?page_id=766

