EDUCATION, YOUNG PEOPLE AND THE WELSH LANGUAGE
SCRUTINY COMMITTEE
05 MAY 2023

WELSH LANGUAGE PROMOTION STRATEGY 2023-28

Purpose:

To present the five-year Welsh Language Promotion Strategy for
Carmarthenshire.

The Scrutiny Committee is asked to:-

Consider the Welsh Language Promotion Strategy for 2023-28 and to provide
feedback prior to consideration by Cabinet.

Reason(s)

Preparing a Welsh Language Promotion Strategy is a statutory responsibility
under the Welsh Language Standards. We are keen to receive feedback on the
content of the strategy and the objectives / work areas as prepared in this draft
version.

CABINET MEMBER PORTFOLIO HOLDER:- Councillor Glynog Davies

Directorate Designations: Tel Nos. / E Mail Addresses:

Name of Head of Service:

Noelwyn Daniel Head of IT & Policy NDaniel@carmarthenshire.gov.uk
Report Author:
Myfanwy Jones Welsh Language Development MyJones@carmarthenshire.gov.uk

Officer
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Cyngor Sir Gar ’
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County Council
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Welsh Language Promotion Strategy 2023-28

The Welsh Language Measure (Wales) 2011 and the subsequent Welsh Language Standards
require Carmarthenshire County Council to produce and publish a 5-year strategy that sets
out how we propose to promote the Welsh language and to facilitate the use of the Welsh
language more widely in our area. Furthermore, we are required to assess to what extent we
have followed that strategy and publish that assessment on our website.

The first Promotion Strategy was published in 2016 and ended in 2021 and, after a period of
reflection and measuring its impact, a report was completed in 2022, followed by this second
Strategy for 2023-28. Both Strategies and the report have been completed in conjunction with
the County’s Welsh Language Strategic Forum, which has been the main vehicle for its
planning as well as its scrutiny.

Despite the recent, further reduction in the number and percentage of Welsh speakers in
Carmarthenshire, the Strategy aims to be confident and aspirational with a vision to:

‘...see an increase in the proportion of Carmarthenshire residents who can speak Welsh and
use their Welsh consistently. We want to see the Welsh language as a working and operating
norm in the County's public institutions and increasingly prevalent in County businesses. We
want our young people to see a future for them in the County in sustainable and prosperous
Welsh communities, economically, culturally and socially. We want everyone to be proud of
the Welsh language in Carmarthenshire.’

The Strategy’s four main aims are to instigate:

1. An increase in the number of Welsh speakers,

2. The County's residents’ pride, use and confidence in the Welsh language
3. The Welsh language as a norm in the workplace and workforce

4. Thriving Welsh speaking communities.

The actions needed to implement these aims are divided into 9 workstreams which will be the
focus of the Strategy’s action plan which will coincide with the five-year delivery period of the
Strategy.
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IMPLICATIONS

I confirm that other than those implications which have been agreed with the appropriate
Directors / Heads of Service and are referred to in detail below, there are no other implications
associated with this report:

Signed: Noelwyn Daniel, Head of ICT & Corporate Policy

Policy, Crime & | Legal Finance ICT Risk Staffing Physical Assets
Disorder and Management | Implications

Equalities Issues

YES NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE

1. Policy, Crime & Disorder and Equalities
Preparing a Welsh Language Promotion Strategy is a specific requirement under the Welsh Language
Standards (Standard 145).

“A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language” is one of the seven National Well-being
Goals under the Well-being of Future Generations Act.

CABINET MEMBER PORTFOLIO CllIr. Glynog Davies as Cabinet member and as a

HOLDER(S) AWARE/CONSULTED member of the Carmarthenshire Welsh Language
Strategic Forum

YES

Section 100D Local Government Act, 1972 — Access to Information
List of Background Papers used in the preparation of this report:

THESE ARE DETAILED BELOW

Title of Document File Ref No. | Locations that the papers are available for public inspection
Welsh Language Welsh Language Standards (Welsh Language (Wales)
Standards Compliance Measure 2011) Compliance Notice (gov.wales)

Notice
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