POLICY & RESOURCES SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Monday, 8 March 2021

PRESENT: Councillor A.G. Morgan (Chair)

Councillors:
S.M. Allen, K.V. Broom, D.M. Cundy, W.R.A. Davies, H.L. Davies, G.H. John,
J.K. Howell, C. Jones, K. Madge, J.G. Prosser, D.E. Williams and J.S. Edmunds

The following Officers were in attendance:

C. Moore, Director of Corporate Services

L.R. Jones, Head of Administration and Law

G. Morgan, Head of Democratic Services

M. Evans Thomas, Principal Democratic Services Officer
S. Rees, Simultaneous Translator

M.S. Davies, Democratic Services Officer

Virtual Meeting: 2.00 pm - 3.45 pm

1.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
There were no apologies for absence.

DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST INCLUDING ANY PARTY WHIPS
ISSUED IN RELATION TO ANY AGENDA ITEM
There were no declarations of personal interest.

EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED, pursuant to the Local Government Act 1972, as
amended by the Local Government (Access to Information)(Variation)
(Wales) Order 2007, that the public be excluded from the meeting during
consideration of the following item as the report contained exempt
information as defined in paragraph 14 of Part 4 of Schedule 12A to the Act.

"CALL IN" OF EXECUTIVE DECISION - LAND AT PENPRYS, LLANELLI

Following the application of the public interest test it was RESOLVED
pursuant to the Act referred to in minute 3 above not to publicise the content
of the report as it contained exempt information relating to the financial or
business affairs of any particular person (including the Authority holding
that information) (Paragraph 14 of Part 4 of Schedule 12A to the Act). The
public interest test in respect of this report outweighed the public interest in
disclosing the information contained therein as disclosure would put the
authority at a material disadvantage in any subsequent negotiations with
third parties and potentially harm the public purse.

The Chair outlined the purpose of the meeting which was to consider a request
from Councillors Rob James, Gary Jones, Deryk Cundy, Dot Jones, Andre
McPherson and Kevin Madge, under the provisions of Article 6.7 of the Council’s
Constitution, to call in a decision made by the Executive Board at its meeting held
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on the 8th February 2021 (Decision record 12 thereof refers) in relation to Land at
Penprys, Llanelli, on the following grounds:- “We are calling it in as we do not
believe the decision complies with council policy and is not in the public interest”.
Councillor Rob James was welcomed to the meeting along with Jason Jones,
Head of Regeneration and Peter Edwards, Valuation Manager.

Mr. Jones expounded on the background to the original report with specific
reference to Council policies taken into consideration following which he
responded to questions from members.

Councillor Rob James was thereupon invited to expand on the reasons for the ‘call
in’. He specifically referred to the following:

e The decision did not reflect or support the ambitions of the Wellbeing and
Future Generations Act and that the loss of agricultural land for
development should be a last resort when other brownfield sites were
available;

e The decision did not accord with the Council’s wellbeing objectives in that it
would have a detrimental impact on the amenity of the nearby crematorium;

e The disposal of green space for capital receipts did not accord with the
Council's proposals to address climate change and become a carbon-zero
authority.

Councillor James then responded to questions from members following which he,
together with Jason Jones, Head of Regeneration and Peter Edwards, Valuation
Manager, left the meeting. The Committee then proceeded to consider the ‘call-in’
request mindful of the three options available under Article 6.7 of the Council’s
Constitution.

A proposition to not object to the decision was not carried.

RESOLVED that the decision be referred back to the Executive Board for
further consideration with specific regard to the Wellbeing and Future
Generations Act and the implications for Llanelli Crematorium.

CHAIR DATE
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